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Construction Form  Cardinality CG Projection _ ol >ummay
Persian (Indo-European):
e o T T T * No overt definiteness marker.
Deflnlte NP N P__ ‘ — 1 YGS ‘ [[N P__ ‘ — 1 ° Zziggilzriide;iiteesr;arieres: ye and —i [1,2]
B B * Threeindefiniteconstructions
Simple Indefinite ye—NP NP ‘ 2 1 NO — Empirical Questions for each construction:

1. Whatis the cardinality implication?

Antidefinite NP-1 |[[NP]| # 1 No |[[NP]|+#1 .. i the mphcationprojective odl?
AIltlSlIlgletOIl Indeflnlte ye'NP'l NP_ ‘ > 1 NO H:[NP_ ‘ i 1 e Determiningthe semantics of ye and —i

* Providing a compositional analysis of ye-NP—i

1. Cardinality Implications 2. Common Ground Status

 All three indefinite constructions are acceptable when ITNP]| > 1 » The cardinality implication of definites must be common ground
(5) while indefinites do not have this requirement (6).

| Context: Mr. and Ms. Karimi have two daughters and a son. They are all single.

In this family ... ] [ Context: Eli’s dad bought a new watch she does not know about.
(1) a.age ye-doxtar ezdevaj kon-e, hanu doxtar e mojarad hast He leaves for work without it and later he notices and wonders if
if InD-daughter marry do-3.sg, still daughter EZ single is he left it on the table. He calls home and asks Eli ...]
“If a daughter marries, there is still a single daughter.” (5) #ru miz sa’at-o mi-bin-i ?
b.age  doxtar-i ... on table watch-OM MI-see-2.SG
c. age ye-doxtar-i ... “Do you see the watch on the table?”
* Only the simple indefinite (ye-NP) 1s acceptable when I[INP]| =1 (6) a. 21111 Ell)zle ?:I-)Sjvzich in/lll_—ts):;:lz?SG
(2) a.age ye-pesar ezdevaj kon-e, dige pesar e mojarad n-ist Do you see e_l,wa’.cch on the table?
if InD-son marry do-3.sg, anymore son EZ single  NEG-is b. >d at:} o 7
C. ye-saat-1 ... °?

“If a son marries, there is no single son anymore.”
b. # age  pesar-i
C. # age ye-pesar-i

3. Projection

o , « Applying the family-of-sentences diagnostic [5], we see that in
» Antidefinites (NP-1) are commonly used to convey that I[INP]| =0 entailment canceling environments:

* the implication of —1 (|[NP]| # 1) survives (2).
« The implication of ye can be targeted and canceled (6).

o ] . . . » the antisingleton indefinite (ye-NP-1) 1s equivalent to an
(3) a.# age ye-sigar peyda kard-i, har-chi to beg-i antidefinite (NP-i) (1b and 1c).
if InD-cigarette find do-2.sg, whatever 2.sgsay-2.sg

“If you found any cigarettes, whatever you say.”

| Context: Eli thinks Reza has started smoking and is keeping cigarettes. Reza
argues that he has no cigarettes and Eli is free to search anywhere. He says ...]

b. age sigéf'-i_ 2 Pragmatic Effects
c. # age ye-sigar-i...
. - . « Ignorance: ye-NP-1 signals the speaker or addressee
(4) (hich) ide-i na-dar-am 4. Compositional Analysis cannot 1dentify the witness.
no idea-InC NEG-have-1.SG
“I have no idea.” | Context: Mona’s phone had 65 photos but now has 64]
8) a.ye-aks ak shode
Explaining an Old Puzzle AQEzINP(@) A Q)] o NP 7 1 (8) ian—photo onn hecame
e -1 differentiates RRCs from NRRCs. /\ “A photo is deleted!”
b. ye-aks-1 ... w» does not know which
(7) a.bache [ke xaste bud] neshast )\P)\Q[Hgi(ﬁ)/\ Q)i NP eNp| 71 C 4 BT acks R bohe ; . g 1
child  thattired was sat A ’on?ilzgf’i{ti{e s o W] 0hels going to dinner wit
“The child, wh tired, sat.” - A AlISWELS ..
© (G, WO Was TTer, sat. _ ye NP AP[Pe|P|#1]| (8) a.ba  ye-dust-i w» you don’t know them
s |[child]]| = 1 et , )
. with InD-friend-InC
b. bache-1 [ke xaste bud] neshast ‘ “with a friend!”
child-InC that tired was sat NP -
“The child who was tired sat.” » Domain Widening: Given domain D and subdomain
w» [[child]]| > 1 d, ye—NP is interpreted over d and ye-NP-i over D.
Antidefinite Distribution | Context: A dance party with many boy§ and girls; Mona
went to the party with two of her boy friends and ...]
» Non-veridical environments: questions, antecedent of conditionals, downward entailing (9) a.ba  ye-pesar ragsid w a boy with Mona
environments e.g. under negation, restrictor of har (“every”) and hich (“no” with InD-boy danced
 Restrictor of the indefinite determiner ye [6] “danced with a boy.”
« NPs modified by adjectives or relative clauses (Subtrigging [7,8]) b.ba  vye-pesar-i .. w a boy at the party

* On “what an NP” construction (e.g. che pesar-i — “what a boy!”)

» Indifference: ye-NP-i signals speaker indifference.
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